~
BioEssays

Supporting Information
for

10.1002/bies.200900102

Thinking in continua: beyond the "adaptive radiation" metaphor

Mark E. Olson, Alfonso Arroyo-Santos

© 2009 WILEY Periodicals, Inc. www.bioessays-journal.co



Supplementary Table 2. Because the thresholds in definitions of adaptive radiation are arbitrary
they can and are placed anywhere; for example, no biological cutoff dictates how many species are
necessary for a taxon to be considered an adaptive radiation, and everything from a single species
to all of life have been discussed in the context of adaptive radiation.

Taxon

A highly sexually
dimorphic woodpecker
species

Trophic specialists within
Cocos island finch

Cocos island Wendilgarda
spider with numerous web
building behaviors

Polygonum arvense, an
herb with various forms

Glacial lake whitefish

Sticklebacks

Guadalupe Island
Deinandra shrubs

African tree groundsels

Darwin’s finches

Ichthyomyine rodents

Hawaiian silverswords

Pygopodid lizards

Yucca moths

Cats

# species

11

14

14

28

35

30-40

37
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Columbines

Marsupials

Elasmobranchs

African cichlids

Mammals

Flowering plants

Neopteran insects

Metazoa

All of life

60-70

330

~ 900

~1000

~4000

~350,000

~850,000

10+ million

3-30 million
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